
  

Important 
Dates 

June 19 - PTA 
Meeting, Black Rock 
Café, 7:00 pm 

June 21 - Grade 1 
Concert, Parent 
Performance, 8:45 
am 

CET Newsletter June 14, 2019 

https://www.chufsd.org/Domain/10  

Message from the Principal, Mrs. Kelly Maloney 

Dear CET Families, 

This is our final newsletter of the school year!  Just this week one of our 
second graders told me that he thought the school year flew by!  I had to 
agree! 

You would never know it was the end of the year with all that we have 
going on here this month!  This week we had our Spring Concert that 
featured our fourth grade band and chorus. They did a remarkable job. 
The band, directed by Miss Jazz Zantay, played seven songs 
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June 24-26 
- CET  Early 
Dismissal, 11:45 am 

June 25 - 4th Grade 
Moving-Up 
Ceremony, 9:30 am, 
Multipurpose Room 

June 26 - Report 
Cards 

June 26 - Last day of 
school  

***** 
 

including She Loves You (The Beatles) and pop song, Havana (Camilo 
Cabella)!  The chorus, directed by Mrs. Marlena Horton who was recently 
married, sang a crowd favoriteThis Is Me (from The Greatest Showman).   

Today was the Fourth Grade Writing Day!  This is an opportunity for fourth 
grade students to explore various types of writing as well as the 
occupational fields that require writing.  Students had the chance to attend 
two workshops of their choice and attend two assemblies where authors, 
Lauren Tarshis and Tommy Greenwald, spoke about their craft and the 
books that they have written. There were 14 different writing workshops 
including Reporting Live, from CET!, The Pixar Plot, Guilty or Not Guilty?, 
and The Magic Hat Story Challenge.  Thank you to Ms. Ana Maria 
Strattner for organizing this annual event and to the parents and 
community members who came to share their craft.  Check out the day at 
#CETelementary. 

On June 25, the second to last day of school, our graduating Seniors will 
come to CET and participate in our first ever Senior Walk. Seniors will 
walk through the halls where they will be greeted with high-fives and words 
of congratulations from our students, faculty and staff! We are very excited 
to host this event.  I will be sure to tweet some pictures! 

Report cards will be available in the eSchool Parent Portal on the 
afternoon of June 26.  If you would like to receive a hard copy, please 
contact Jean Flandreau at Jean.Flandreau@chufsd.org.   

I would like to take this opportunity to thank our PTA Board: Leah Aizen, 
Corina Tang-Saporito, Kristina Walsh, Meredith Hertlein, and Linda 
Cohen-Stumer, and co-presidents, Hannelise Kratchman and Elizabeth 
Hiller for all of their hard work and dedication in supporting our students, 
faculty and staff.  Thank you also to those of you who were committee 
chairs, food coordinators, and volunteers. It takes a village. 

mailto:Jean.Flandreau@chufsd.org


Please join me in wishing third grade teacher, Mrs. Linda Reich, 
congratulations on her upcoming retirement!  Mrs. Reich has taught as 
CET for 33 years!   

If I don’t see you before the end of the school year (in the next 8 days!), I 
hope that you have a very enjoyable summer! 

Warmly, 

Kelly  
 

News from the Assistant Principal, Mrs. Kerri Bianchi 

  

Have you ever wondered why many students don’t continue to make 
reading progress over the summer?  Simply put, many students 
experience summer reading loss. Summer reading loss refers to the 
decline in children's reading development that can occur during summer 
vacation times when children are away from the classroom and not 
participating in formal literacy programs. Summer reading loss is not just a 
phenomenon that occurs in the minds of educators, the reality of summer 
reading loss is well documented.  Researchers have uncovered evidence 
to suggest that the impact of summer reading loss on students in general 
and on at-risk students in particular, is significant. 

Why does summer reading loss occur? 

Access to reading materials has been consistently identified as a vital 
element in enhancing the reading development of children. Of all the 
activities in which children engage outside of school, time spent actually 
reading is the best predictor of reading achievement – the more students 



read, the better readers they will become.   The research indicates also 
that students, on average, spend very little time reading outside of school. 

What can be done to curb summer reading loss? 

The value placed on literacy in the home, time spent reading with children, 
and the availability and use of reading materials have been identified as 
important elements in children's reading success. Supporting reading 
development over the summer months can be done in ways that tap into 
children's own interests and imaginations. Help students pick out books of 
high interest or books about places you may visit over the summer.  It is 
also a great idea to let your children see you enjoying a few great reads 
over the summer. Try to find time each day to read together and reinforce 
the importance of reading at home. Also, consider frequent trips to the 
public library during the summer and having your child participate in the “A 
Universe of Stories” summer reading program. Students will have the 
opportunity to be recognized for making the effort and time to read during 
the summer.  They can also register on line to set a reading goal and keep 
a reading log. Check out the website for special reading programs 
throughout the summer at www.crotonfreelibrary.org.  Take advantage of 
any opportunity to encourage reading over the summer!  Summer book 
lists will be available for each grade level on the CET homepage. 

Have a safe and enjoyable summer!  READ, READ, READ. See you in 
September. 

 

Message from Lauren Fitzgerald, School Psychologist  

Avoiding Parent Burnout 

I recently read an article from the Child Mind Institute out of NYU about the 
prevention of parent burnout specifically with children who experience 

http://www.crotonfreelibrary.org/


mental health issues. Some ideas that I was able to take away from this 
article include:  

 Connect- make sure you are connecting with other families who 
share similar experiences or mental health professionals who can 
give you guidance 

 Notice- Take time to reflect on the positives in your day even when 
it doesn’t seem like there are many 

 Feel- Remind yourself that it’s okay to feel good feelings and bad 
feelings. You are not a bad parent for having negative feelings- 
This is a normal and natural part of life.  

This article made me reflect that parent burnout can be heightened during 
the summer months as there is often more unstructured time in your 
child’s day.  Keep in mind:  

 It’s okay to take some time for yourself 
 It’s okay to say, “no” to your children or other factors that are 

causing you stress 
 Try to create structure for your family this summer- a schedule is 

helpful for everyone in the family (even if you schedule time to 
relax!)  

I hope you all have a fun, safe, and relaxing summer. As always, thank 
you for sharing your children with me every day. See you next year! 

 

News from Lisa Percoco, World Language Teacher 

 



So we have made it to June and the students seem excited that Summer 
is on its way! We have had such a fun year as we continue our journey in 
learning a new language. I am so impressed by the skills your children 
have been able to build upon from previously retained material. Now that 
we are wrapping up ear two of our World Language program, they seem to 
be grasping the language on a whole different level!  I am happy to hear 
students using the target language to communicate with both myself and 
other students.  Their understanding of the language, even when they are 
not sure of every word, has been amazing to see and they have become 
more comfortable exploring both the verbal and written aspect that this 
program provides.  They demonstrate such enthusiasm for learning and 
are always eager to sing the many songs they have learned throughout 
the year.  As I look toward next year, I am hopeful that through the use of 
songs, games, visuals, and music, students will remain excited to develop 
their communicative skills which remain key to learning any language.   

¡Que tengan un buen verano!                   

Gracias, 

Señora Lisa Percoco                                                                           

************************************************************************ 

News from Nancy Rimoli, AIS Reading Teacher 



   

Summer is almost upon us, with thoughts of swimming, camping and lots 
of fun. It is also a great opportunity to add reading to that list. Teachers 
and literacy experts agree that children of all ages need to read or be read 
to as well as discuss what is read.  This helps students maintain reading 
concepts taught throughout the year, such as comprehension, reading 
fluency, analyzing text and building vocabulary.  So enjoy summer reading 
together and promote the love of books and reading that lasts a lifetime!   

Tips to Promote Summer Reading     

 Schedule weekly trips to the Croton Free library   
 Allow them to pick reading material of interest to him/her 
 Read aloud together with your child 
 Set a good example, read in front of your child 
 Encourage your child to read in bed 
 Connect reading to summer activities 
 Attend story hours, readings and programs  offered at your local 

library 
 Take trips to local bookstores  

***Also you can help your child “blast off” into a lifelong love of reading by 
signing up for the Summer Reading Game at the Croton Free Library.  The 
theme this year is a "Universe of Stories!”. Children can share fun and 
books while they collect prizes! Stop by the Children’s Room for 



information on this program, which runs from June 24 th through August 
17th.   

       http://www.crotonfreelibrary.org/events-highlights/ 

   

*********************************************************************** 

Message from Christine Martins, School Nurse  

The school year is almost over!  The excitement and anticipation rolling off 
of the kids (and staff!) is almost palpable!  But before we all go diving head 
first into summer adventures, let’s please take a moment to discuss some 
important summer safety habits:   

Sun Safety:  We all love those beautiful, sunny days, but it’s important 
that we teach our children how to keep their bodies safe from too much 
sun exposure.  Skin cancer is one of the most common forms of cancer in 
the country.  It’s up to us to teach our children good sun safety 
habits!  Wear sunscreen and reapply often, wear hats and sunglasses, 
seek shady areas such as under an umbrella or tree.  To find more sun 
safety tips, check out these sites with your child:    

https://www.cdc.gov/cancer/skin/basic_info/sun-safety-tips-families.htm   

https://kidshealth.org/en/kids/summer-safety.html?WT.ac=p-ra   

Water Safety (beach, lake, pool):  Most of us will be spending time in the 
water this summer, whether it’s by a pool, a water park, a lake or pond, the 
beach.  Who doesn’t love water play?  But, as a parent, one of the scariest 
things to happen at a “water venue” is losing sight of your child!  For the 
obvious concern:  drowning.  Never leave your child unattended at a water 
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spot, be it a pool or an open-water spot such as a beach.  Make sure there 
is a lifeguard present and that they are being attentive!  Teach your child 
to swim.  Look up more water safety tips on these sites:   

https://kidshealth.org/en/kids/swim.html?WT.ac=en-k-safety-center-c   

https://www.healthychildren.org/English/safety-prevention/at-
play/Pages/Summer-Safety-Tips-Sun-and-Water-Safety.aspx   

Staying Hydrated:  When kids are running around, playing, having fun, 
it’s easy for them to forget to drink up!  Remind your child to take frequent 
water and rest breaks.  Teach them the importance of staying hydrated 
and the dangers of heat exhaustion and dehydration.    

https://kidshealth.org/en/kids/water.html?WT.ac=k-ra   

https://kidshealth.org/en/kids/dehydration.html?WT.ac=k-ra   

Bicycle and Scooter Safety:  Please ensure that your 
child always wears a helmet when riding a bicycle, scooter, 
skateboard…  Always, always, always!  It is simply not worth the risk of 
head injury.  And it’s the law!  Per New York State law, all children under 
14 years old must wear a helmet.  Safety first!   

https://kidshealth.org/en/kids/bike-safety.html   

https://kidshealth.org/en/kids/concussion.html?WT.ac=k-ra   

https://www.dot.ny.gov/display/programs/bicycle/faq   

https://www.healthychildren.org/English/safety-prevention/at-
play/Pages/Bicycle-Safety-Myths-And-Facts.aspx   
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Stranger Danger:  Talk to your child about “street smarts” and personal 
safety.  These conversations may be difficult and awkward to have, but 
they very well might save your child.  According to the National Center for 
Missing and Exploited Children (www.missingkids.org), over 400,000 
reports of missing children were made to law enforcement agencies in 
2018.  In our last newsletter, Ms. Woolley, our school counselor, wrote 
about “Teaching Children about Personal Safety”.  In this article, she listed 
several children’s books to read with your child; these will help get the 
conversation started.  You can also check out these sites to learn about 
personal safety on the street and on the web/social media:   

https://kidshealth.org/en/kids/street-smart.html?ref=search   

https://www.missingkids.org/NetSmartz   

https://www.kidsmartz.org/StrangerDanger   

Have a happy and safe summer! 

************************************************************************* 

CET PTA 

We cannot believe that it is already the end of the year. It has certainly 
been a very busy one. Firstly we would like to send out a big THANK YOU 
to all of our volunteers and supporters. Without you, none of this would be 
possible. We were once again able to generously support our students 
and school in the areas where some extra supplementation was needed. 
  
Our final meeting will be the most fun one for the year. Please join us next 
week, 19th of June, at the Black Rock Cafe starting at 7 pm. We will have 
some drinks and hors-d'oeuvres.  
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https://kidshealth.org/en/kids/street-smart.html?ref=search
https://www.missingkids.org/NetSmartz
https://www.kidsmartz.org/StrangerDanger


The current PTA Co-Presidents, Elizabeth Hiller and Hannellie Kratchman 
are stepping down and we would like to vote in Kristina Walsh and 
Stephanie Duval to take on these important roles. 
  
See you all next week. 

 

MESSAGE FROM CET'S LIBRARY 

 
22 Books Overdue! 

As of today, there are still 22 outstanding books that are missing from the 
CET Library. If your child has a missing book, please return or replace it as 
soon as possible! You can contact Mrs. McManus for more 
information. Renoir.mcmanus@chufsd.org. 

 
************************************************************************* 

KINDERGARTEN REGISTRATION 

Students who reside in Croton and will be 5 years old before December 1, 
2018 are eligible to attend kindergarten, If you are in need of a 
kindergarten registration packet and/or an appointment, please contact: 

Gail Anzovino, Secretary to the Principal 

914-271-5184 ext.3212 
 

  Updating You and Your Child’s Information in the K12 Alerts 
System   

To be sure we have the most up-to-date information for you and your child, 
you may access K12 Alerts by either logging on to the CET Homepage 
where you will find “Parent Portal/K12Alerts” or by accessing the Croton-
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Harmon School District’s Homepage and clicking on “Parent and Resident 
Portal/K12Alerts”. Once you log in to the K-12 Alert System, you will be 
able to make any necessary changes to your or your child’s information.  

If you have any questions please contact Denise Cuomo, 914-271-4793, 
ext. 4200 

 
************************************************************************* 

FAMILIES LEAVING OR ENTERING THE DISTRICT 

If you are moving in or out of the District, please be sure to notify the 
Principal's Office by contacting, Gail Anzovino at 914-271-5184 x3212. 

 

 

 


